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SUBJECT: FIRST UNCTAD PREPARATORY CONFERENCE ON COTTON, JUNE 20 
-24. 


REF: STATE 1 19870 

1 . FEDERAL MINISTRY OF TRADE DEPUTY SECRETARY FOR COMMODITIES 
E.A. AKINNRANYE CONFIRMS THAT NIGERIA WILL PARTICIPATE AT 
SUBJECT CONFERENCE. LIKELY CONFERENCE WILL BE ATTENDED BY 
RESIDENT NIGERIAN MISSION AND TRADE MINISTRY EXPERTS. COMPOS- 
TION OF DELEGATION NOT YET KNOWN. 

2. WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE FMG'S POSITION ON AN INTERNATIONAL 
COTTON AGREEMENT PARTICULARLY PRICE STABILIZATION ARRANGEMENTS, 
AKINNRANYE SAID THAT THE FMG WOULD GO INTO THE CONFERENCE WITH 
AN "OPEN MIND." CONTINUED QUESTIONING BY EMBOFF ONLY ELICITED 
ADDITIONAL PLATITUDES FROM AKINNRANYE. 

3. CONCERNING INTERNATIONAL COTTON ADVISORY COMMITTEE (ICAC), 
AKINNRANYE EXPRESSED ONLY MILD CRITICISM THAT BOTH ICAC AND 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITIUTE FOR COTTON DIRECTED MOST OF RESOURCES 
ON BEHALF OF COTTON CONSUMERS. COTTON PRODUCERS FELT THEY AR 
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SHORTCHANGED BY ORGANIZATION. ASIDE FROM HIS BELIEF THAT 
ICAC NEEDED TO REORIENT ITS PROGRAMS MORE TOWARD COTTON SUPP- 
LIERS, AKINNRANYE HAD NO OTHER VIEWS ON ICAC'S ROLE IN THE 
FUTURE. 

4. COMMENT: APPARENT THAT FMG HAS NOT YET FOCUSED ON UNCTAD 
CONFERENCE. 
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